Daily Report— 


Sub-Saharan 
Africa 


ss -Q5- This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
Sew AFR-95-189 is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


y 
29 September 1995 


Daily Report 
Sub-Saharan Africa 


FBIS-AFR-95-189 CONTENTS 29 September 1995 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


Equatorial Guinea 


Obiang Imposes ‘Virtual State of Siege’ [Madrid EL PAIS 28 Sep] ...cccccccsccsessssesssseseseeseseeneeeeees ] 
Government Wins Elections; Madrid Disappointed [Madrid TV]  .....cccccccccsessessecseseescesceseeeeeeneeees l 
Mbasogo Appoints Constitutional Court Secretary [Malabo Radio] —....c.cccccccscssssssssesseecessseeesensees l 


Rwanda 


5,372 Long-Term Refugees Return From Zaire [Kigali Radio] — ....c.c.cccccceccessesseesesseeceseneseceeceesees l 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


World’s Air Force Chiefs of Staff Arrive [THE STAR 28 Sep] c.cccccccccccccsssecscceesscescssesessceneeceecseeeeeesnees 
Government Comments on Use of USAID Money [SAPA]  .......cccccscsscssseescecessceeseecsseeseeseseescsereeseesees 
Pakistani Navy Ships Arrive for Joint Exercises [Johannesburg Radio] — ........cccccccssssesssscsessesesecsseeereeees 
‘Prominent’ IFP Leaders Ready To Join ANC [NEW NATION 22 Sep] ..c.cccccsccssessssssescsesseseseseesescseeees 
FRGSION GOT OD FUGD TURNS BITC [TP] cscccscsssececcecssscssccssssssescecscccccsseccesoccssccseesnescesseeseseesesns 
Premiers Blamed For Local Election Delays [SOWETAN 28 Sep] oo... .cscccccccccsssessseseescsecsecssceeeeneseeeecees 
| Lebowa’s Ramodike Enters Elections for PAC [SAPA]  ............cccccccssccssscccsscsceccecsssscsssssesseeseccevtvecssssees 
ees ID Cee HUMES OD BE FOU FEF TRE occsceen.ccccsecccesccccsscccescoscccccccecescococevconseseossoeesecesesaceeoees 
| Spokesman Discusses Zulu King’s Policies [MEW NATION 22 Sep] w.cccccccccssssssesscsscsecseeecseeseescsceneenenee 
KwaZulw/Natal Said ‘Sliding Towards Anarchy’ [SAPA]  .......cccccccsssssssecesseseeessseceeseeeesseeesesessesenseeseneees 
Newspaper Chief Answers ANC Media Criticism [SAPA] oo.ccccccccccscessecsssecesesceseseeseeeseseesseeneeeeeess 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


contr BWW WK KD LY 


Comoros 

Two Confirmed Dead in Coup; Others Wounded [AFP] oiccccccccceseceesssseseeeeseessecsseeseeseeeeeeeees 9 
Prime Minister Speaks From Embassy [Johannesburg Radio] ......ccccccccccsssssscsssecescscseeeeeees 9 
President Negotiates With Denard [Mayotte International] .icc...cccccccccccssessesseeseceseeseeeeeseeees 9 | 
French Official on Coup [Mayotte International] oicccc. cecccccececsecscssesscescesessessesseeseeeceeeseeees G 
Mayotte Radio Alters Programs [Mayotte International] .......c.:..ccccsssssssssesssssseseseessssseesesees 10 
RD TC I SRI §=— 14. sssssssss srssen csserinn en guntennncnngngnnenbinnnnenndneioateenenesens 10 
Opposition Leader Released From Jail [Paris International] .......cccccccccssscsscssesectesseescseeseees 10 
French Forces in Djibouti on Alert (Paris International] .....ccccscsscssssssssssssesssesssessssssesceseees 11 
South Africans Said Involved [Johannesburg TV] w..cccccssccsccssscccsssscessessececescseceeeeeeseseneeess 1] 
PEED SURED CEPE'D § —_sovcececensernapensereveconscnsncseeeinnnsrensnncssncntonscceeoneennsuenenennngneestnennitensaten 1] 
SD Wy CO CREE 00, ssn sss snerncrenstnnetemnmnnnnsienemnmmeniemeesetdettn 11 
POUND NUNN GD WP GUM FUG ccecscccscecsaressersecececsocusecsscncscossnsccsesensesovencscsseeneess 12 
SE ee Ie TED toccccngnncccns cnnceapcansetnnnnnenctntccanoensesnnccsinemmcceenetesenesememncenesern eoeanenntes 12 
Officials Call For French Action [Mayotte International] .........cccccccccsssssscsesseseceeessesseeseesees 12 
Confusion Still Reigns in Moroni [Mayotte International] ...c.....ccccccecsssessesseesesesseceeeenesees 12 
TED GEEEITT §=—cacnersssenaserengsennnnnssvesianednennebeencanennetanenenntinatanseenenetatanntintanenainennnemanet 12 


ED CED CED CEPUT §—acecencetevecececnvensoscmnesnnieesernencnnstnsntasenenentannenmmnennientantesteneese 13 


FBIS-AFR-95-189 


29 September 1995 2 Sub-Saharan Africa 
Coup Leader Interviewed [Paris International]  ........cssccsssssssersessesssesecsssssseseceesesnseensenesnsens 13 
WEST AFRICA 
Nigeria 
Security Forces on ‘Maximum Alert’ for 1 Oct [Libreville Rio] — ...cecccccccsccsssessecesseeeseneesneeeeenes 14 
Sierra Leone 
Army Reports 400 Rebels Killed in Clashes [AFP]  ......cccccssssssssssssssessesscescsesessesesenseneessesesenseseees 14 


FBIS-AFR-95-189 
29 September 1995 


Equatorial Guinea 


Obiang Imposes ‘Virtual State of Siege’ 


BR2809155895 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
28 Sep 95 p5 


{Unattributed report: "Obiang Imposes Virtual State of 
Siege in Guinea" ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid — President of Equato- 
rial Guinea Teodoro Obiang yesterday decreed virtually 
a State of siege throughout the country as a precaution 
against possible disturbances on the streets, caused by 
the re.utis of the municipal elections, which would give 
victory to Obiang’s party, according to what was re- 
ported from Malabo by opposition sources, who added 
that the Army and the police are patrolling the streets 
under orders io fire at rioters. Nobody can leave their 
homes after 1800, and the markets were empty yester- 
day as a result of the rumor started by the authorities 
that the opposition was going to set fire to them. 


The official results were supposed to be announced 
yesterday, but finally this was not done because of 
the severe disagreements within the Electoral Board, 
chaired by Interior Minister Julio Ndongo Ela, who is 
at the same time a member of the Central Committee 
of Obiang’s party. Yesterday, there was a severe clash 
between Ndongo and the representatives of the Joint 
Opposition Platform (POC) and People’s Unity, who 
refused to sign the returns containing the results which 
were presented to them. 


The opposition reports the beating of its voters by the 
police and troops and the detention of the polling station 
observers in Bikurgo in order to force thei to change 
the returns. 


Government Wins Elections; Madrid Disappointed 


LD2909093095 Madrid Teletexto TVE in Spanish 
0900 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The party of the president of 
Equatorial Guinea, Teodoro Obiang Nguema, has won 
the local elections held on 17 September, according to 
the chairman of the electoral board. 


According to these official results, the government party 
won 18 councils, including Bata, the second largest 
town. 


The opposition, which won a majority on nine councils, 
has claimed that there was fraud in the counting. 
The Spanish Government regretted and expressed its 
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reservations on the results and in a note said it would 
draw its own conclusions with regard to policy to be 
followed in its relations with this country. 


Mbasogo Appoints Constitutional Court Secretary 


AB2809122695 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[Decree issued by President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, 
in Malabo on 27 September] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Decree No.65/1995 of 27 
September: 


Considering Mrs. (Incarnacion Omogo Jembi)’s quali- 
ties, and by virtue of the powers conferred on me by 
Article 39 of the country’s Fundamental Law, I, by this 
decree appoint Mrs. (Incarnacion Omogo Jembi) as sec- 
retary of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea’s Constitu- 
tional Court. 


For a better Guinea. 


Rwanda 


5,372 Long-Term Refugees Return From Zaire 


EA2809213595 Kigali Radio Rwanda 
in Kinyarwanda 1700 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A communique from the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR] says that 
about 5,372 long-term refugees who formerly lived in 
the Masisi area in Zaire returned home during the eight 
days between 18 and 27 of September. In repatriating 
the refugees from Masisi, the Rwandan Government was 
assisted by the Zairian Government and the UNHCR 
representatives based in Goma. 


The work was meant to contribute to the repatriation of 
about 4,000 Rwandan refugees who fled to Masisi in 
the 1960s, that is since 1960. 


Most of them returned home on 21 September, when 
about 1,150 people were repatriated, and settled in 
various communes. All the returnees are being helped 
by the UNHCR and other international organizations 
which are helping with the resettlement of the refugees. 


Various forms of assistance, including the provision 
of vehicles to transport returning refugees, a one- 
month food ration for every returning refugee and the 
continued provision of food assistance unt! the refugee 
has a harvest, are provided by the UNHCR. [passage 
omitted] 
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World’s Air Force Chiefs of Staff Arrive 


MB2809174695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
28 Sep 95 pY 


[Report by defense correspondent Norman Chandler] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The commander-in-chief of 
Russia's air force has been quietly visiting South 
African air force and other military bases as well as 
defence industry companies since arriving in the country 
two weeks ago. 


Colonel-General P S Deinekin, accompanied by 10 
senior staff officers, is the guest of the chief of the South 
African Air Force [SAAF], Lieutenant-(General James 
Kriel. 


His visit follows an official visit to Moscow two months 
ago by Defence Minister Joe Modise, during which 
South Africa and the Russian Federation signed two 
bilateral agreements on defence technology and joint 
co-operation. 


Deinekin and his party are to attend next week’s 
international military air show at Waterkloof Air Force 
Base to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the SAAF, the 
second oldest air force in the world after Britain’s Royal 
Air Force (RAF). 


They will be joined at Waterkloof by the Chief of 
Staff of the United States Air Force, General Ronald F 
Fogleman, and Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Graydon, 
Chief of Air Staff, RAF. 


li will be the first time that the heads of the three top air 
forces in the world will be together on South African 
soil watching their country’s aircraft perform in South 
African skies. 


Russian MiG-29s were the first of a large number of 
foreign aircraft participating in the international show 
to arrive in South Africa. They have been based at the 
Hoedspruit Air Force Base since last week and flew at 
the local air show at the weekend. 


Other air force chiefs attending the show include those 
of Spain, Poland, Portugal, Switzerland, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arah Emirates, Republic of China, Singapore 
and the Philippines. High ranking officers from 14 
African countries, including Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
Botswana, will also attend. 


Government Comments on Use of USAID Money 


MB2809150895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] PRETORIA Sept 28 SAPA 
— The Ministry of Trade and Industry on Thursday 
[28 September] signed a R9.2-million [rands] bilateral 
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agreement with the United States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. 


A statement issued in Pretoria said the grant would 
strengthen the ability of the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry to assist small, medium and micro enterprises 
in South Africa. Activities to be funded would support 
the Department of Trade and Industry’s White Paper 
on the role of small business in the national economy 
and would be under the direction of Dr Alistair Ruiters, 
head of the centre for Small Business Promotion. 


Specific assistance would be provided to the Ntsika En- 
terprise Promotion Agency to examine policy and train- 
ing issues, to channel credit through intermediary fi- 
nancia! institutions to small businesses at the grassroots 
level, and to support the National Smal] Business Coun- 
cil to serve as a national sounding board for the small 
business sector. 


The grant would also provide technical assistance to 
help the Ministry address issues relating to trade poli- 
cies, especially those which have an impact on histori- 
cally disadvantaged businesses. [passage omitted] 


Pakistani Navy Ships Arrive for Joint Exercises 


MB2609142995 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Two Pakistani naval ships 
have arrived in Durban on a week long visit. The PNS 
Zulfiquar and PNS Mawin berthed at Salisbury Island 
in Durban early this morning after leaving Karachi a 
week ago. The Pakistani ships will participate in a joint 
exercise with their South African counterparts. This is 
the first visit to South Africa by the Pakistani Navy. 


‘Prominent’ IFP Leaders Ready To Join ANC 


MB2209171295 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 22 Sep 95 p 3 


[Report by Pule Molebeledi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As tensions continue to bedevil 
the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] and threaten to shatter 
its fragile unity, it has emerged that some prominent 
leaders have approached the ANC with a view to joining 
the orgarisation. 


NEW NATION this week learnt that an ANC KwaZulu- 
Natal delegation led by national chairperson Jacob 
Zuma, asked the ANC’s national executive committee 
(NEC), to see what could be done to amend legislation 
to allow members of parliament to cross the floor to 
join other political parties without the risk of losing 
their present positions and remuneration. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Sources say Zuma’s proposal — which was turned down 
by the NEC — was motivated at the behest of some 
disgruntled IFP KwaZulu-Natal legislature members 
who are impatient to leave the organisation to join the 
ANC. 


However, the current Interim Constitution doesn’t allow 
MPs or MECs [members of the Executive Council] who 
cross the floor to retain seats which were allocated to 
them by their parties. 


Professor Hennie Kotze of Stellenbosch University 
said a two-thirds majority was required to amend the 
Interim Constitution. Provincial legislatures would have 
to introduce their own constitutions to enable members 
to cross the floor, which would require a similar 
majority. 


Sources said they believed the NEC turned down the 
proposal because of fears that the balance of power 
would be tilted to the ultimate disadvantage of the ANC. 


NEW NATION is unable to identify the disaffected 
MECs as they fear repercussions from IFP loyalists. A 
majority of them come from rural constituencies which 
are understood to have placed pressure on them to join 
the ANC after IFP-supporting farmers evicted them for 
suspected ANC sympathies. 


Among those wanting to quit the IFP are MECs who 
are worried about their positions should the ANC beat 
their organisation if elections take place in the province 
while there is still so much disunity in the IFP. 


IFP leader and Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi alluded to this in his speech at the IFP Youth 
Brigade’s conference in Ulundi recently. He warned that 
some members of the provincial parliament were afraid 
of losing their positions if elections were held in the near 
future. "We are facing a situation where some people 
are weighing individual benefits against what is in the 
interests of the majority of the people of this region," 
he said. 


This was one of the rare confirmations by Buthelezi 
of serious divisions within the party. The more explicit 
one was at a rally in Nongoma last weekend when he 
said: "I am ready to step down if these problems are not 
immediately solved. I do not wish to serve as the leader 
of a divided party. The time has come for the IFP to 
fight off all its enemies.” 


At the IFP Youth Brigade’s annual conference he said 
some party members in the KwaZulu-Natal provincial 
parliament were conniving with opponents to distort 
the IFP’s constitutional position by projecting it as 
secessionist. 
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He hiamed "newly acquired members" of the party and 
accused them of being in cahoots with "our political 
adversaries in portraying this (wrong) image of us." 


The IFP then removed Arthur Koningkramer as chair- 
man of the Provincial Constitution committee and re- 
placed him with IFP MEC Mike Tarr. Observers see 
this as continued conflict between hardliners and mod- 
erates Over the constitution of the province. 


‘Rebellion’ Growing in Free State ANC 


MB2809203895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1938 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Sept 28 
SAPA — A rebellion was brewing on Thursday [28 
September] in the Free State against premier Patrick 
Lekota from his own ranks in the African National Con- 
gress, over the sacking of a member of the provincial 
legislature. 


In other signs of rifts in the ANC ahead of the local gov- 
ernment elections, the organisation warned in Johannes- 
burg of a crackdown against members bidding to contest 
the elections as independents. Jn the Free State, the ANC 
Goldfields regional executive council said on Thursday 
the dismissal of ANC provincial executive committee 
chairman Pat Matosa from the position of RDP (recon- 
struction and development programme) commissioner 
last month was inconsistent with decisions taken at a 
working committee held to resolve differences within 
the ANC. 


"We feel that as structures of the executive power, re- 
gional committees should have an input on provincial 
decisions. The way things are happening are a cause of 
concern to this region,” Bizana Ngesi, deputy secretary 
of the ANC’s Goldfields regional executive committee 
[REC], told a press conference. Ngesi said the Gold- 
fields REC would attempt to enlist support for a special 
provincial council sitting from other RECs in the Free 
State. 


The Goldfields REC is to prepare a message of support 
for Matosa, he added. Matosa was injured in a car ac- 
cident on Saturday [23 September]. He was transferred 
from the Universitas hospital in Bloemfontein, where he 
was treated for concussion, to Welkom on Tuesday. 


In other developments, the ANC threatened on Thurs- 
day to fire members of the Intando Yesizwe Party [IYP] 
who presently serve as ANC senators, parliamentarians, 
MECs [members of the Executive Council] and mem- 
bers of provincial legislatures unless they publicly dis- 
tance themselves from the IYP. The threat followed the 
IYP’s decision to contest the local government elections 
in the former KwaNdebele region and not as part of the 
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provincial Patriotic Front [PF]. ANC senator Jackson 
Mthembu told a press conference there were no major 
differences between t.e ANC and the IYP, but mem- 
bers of the [YP were upset the ANC had not granted 
them seats in provinces other than Mpumalanga. The 
IYP was the ruling party in KwaNdebele and lent its 
support to the ANC during the April 1994 elections as 
part of the PF. 


Another party which has also broken away from the PF 
to contest the local government elections on its own is 
the Ximoka People’s Party of the Bushbuckridge area. 


Also on Thursday, the ANC said it would take disci- 
plinary action against party members standing as inde- 
pendent candidates in the November local government 
elections after failing to be elected as ANC candidates. 
Rosheen Singh, co-ordinater of the ANC elections com- 
mittee, said the ANC would first investigate instances 
of this kind, then negotiate with the persons involved. 
Thereafter, disciplinary action would be taken if nec- 
essary. She was answering a question at a press con- 
ference at ANC headquarters in Johannesburg at which 
the party committed all its candidates to abide by the 
Electoral Code of Conduct, which applies to all parties 
in the elections. 


"The ANC will pay a heavy price for any breach of 
the code of conduct, and individuals responsible will 
be dealt with by both the electoral tribunals and our 
own disciplinary structures," President Nelson Mandela 
said in a letter to ANC candidates. Copies of Mandela’s 
letter dealing with the electoral code of conduct were 
dispatched on Thursday to more than 6,000 candidates 
standing for the party. 


ANC election media unit head Carl Niehaus said the 
ANC would also set up its own monitoring and com- 
plaints committee made up of MPs, MPLs [members 
of the Provincial Legislature] and lawyers at provin- 
cial level to receive and act on complaints. A hotline 
would be established at ANC headquarters to enable 
ANC election co-ordinators to intervene in crises. The 
ANC would act firmly against all forms of violence, 
corruption and intimidation, to ensure the elections were 
free and fair. 


"We know too well what pain and suffering, violence 
and intimidation has brought on mi’« ons of our people, 
particularily in KwaZulu/Natal,” Niehaus said. 
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Premiers Blamed For Local Election Delays 


MB2809174095 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
28 Sep 95 p8 


[From the AFRICAN EYE NEWS press agency] 


'FBIS Tran icrib-d Text} Premiers Mathews Phosa and 
Ngoako Ramathlodi have been sharply criticised hy 
the ANC for allegedly being responsible for the post- 
ponement of local government elections in the disputed 
Groblersdal and Marble Hall areas. 


Groblersdal and Marble Hall are the only regions in 
Mpumalanga that will not be holding elections on 
November 1. 


Confirming the postponement, the chairman of the 
Mpumalanga Local Governinent management commit- 
tee, Mr Neels Zaayman, said the unresolved border dis- 
pute between Mpumalanga and Northern Province had 
forced officials to postpone elections in the area. 


"We call upon the leaders of both provinces to desist 
from their narrow political and provincial interest and 
live up to the interests of the people and nation as a 
whole," said Mpumalanga ANC spokesman Vusi Sibiya. 
Nu:nerous demonstrations were held in the Groblersdal 
area -ecently where the majority of residents were 
demanding to be incorporated into Mpumalanga. 


Deputy Minister of Provincial and Constitutional Af- 
fairs Mr Valli Moosa said a consultative process was 
instituted to resolve the meatter. 


Marble Hal!l’s TLC [Transitional Local Council] chair- 
man Mr Fazzle Ismael said those who made delibera- 
tions on Marble Hall’s incorporation issue came from 
as far as Pietersburg and not from Marble Hall. 


He said this was in opposition to the agreement made 
at Kempton Park last year that border disputes be 
negotiated with the affected residents. 


"It is only affected people who can decide their fate, but 
since it has been said we have to go to the north, we as 
the TLC have no problem,” said Ismael. 


Personal assistant to Mpumalanga MEC [member of the 
Executive Council] for local government Edwin Morgan 
said the incorporation issue was being dealt with by 
Moosa’s office. 


Lebowa’s Ramodike Enters Elections for PAC 
MB2809191295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1853 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERSBURG Sept 28 
SAPA — Former Lebowa chief minister Nelson 
Ramodike on Thursday re-emerged from the political 
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wilderness as a leading Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] 
candidate in the coming local government elections. 


Northern Province PAC chairman Stuart Kumalo hailed 
Ramodike as the imminent mayor of Haenertsburg, a 
village near Tzaneen. Kumalo was speaking at a media 
briefing in Pietersburg attended by all PAC candidates 
in Northern Province. Before his PAC nomination, 
Ramodike had launched his own party, and then tried 
unsuccessfully to join the African National Congress. 


KwaZulu Police Chief Reacts to IFP Plan 


MB2809181095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1642 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN Sept 28 SAPA 
—- KwaZulu/Natal police commissioner Lt-Gen Chris 
Serfontein on Thursday [29 September] said although 
police welcomed any proposals to reduce tension and 
violence in the province, they could not be party to 
unilateral declarations and charters. 


He was reacting to a 10-point safety and security 
charter released by the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] 
on Wednesday which proposed measures to stop the 
violence in the province. In a statement, Serfontein said 
since the start of the community safety plan’s Operation 
Jambu II] in KwaZulu/Natal all political parties had 
been invited to join the security committee at all joint 
operational centre meetings and discussions. 


"To date we have been unable to elucidate a positive 
response from any of these structures,” the statement 
said. He said that only once all political parties and 
interest groups had been consulted could there be 
constructive co-operation between all groups in the 
province. 


In the charter the IFP proposed, among others, that 
multiparty methods be established to monitor security 
force actions in the province. The IFP has accused 
certain elements in the forces of being involved in 
attacks on IFP leaders and supporters. The charter 
aimed to improve relations between communities and 
security forces. Relations were particularly tense in 
areas such as Impendle in the midlands, where two 
IFP leaders were murdered this month. On Monday 
morning [25 September] four policemen and a civilian 
were murdered in the region. 


Serfontein welcomed any properly established and rep- 
resentative monitoring body, but said KwaZulu/Natal 
safety and security MEC [member of the Executive 
Council] Rev Celani Mtetwa would have to be consulted 
on the composition of monitoring groups. Serfontein 
said claims of police misconduct were sometimes gener- 
alisations and could often not be substantiated. He added 
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that the media was increasingly being bombarded with 
disinformation on the police by political parties vying 
for political supremacy. "Inflammatory statements and 
utterances by the political leadership serve only to ex- 
acerbate the current tension within the community and 
create rather unfortunately a breeding ground for vio- 
lence." 


Serfontein said police remained committed to serving 
citizens in an impartial and apolitical manner and 
appealed for support from the community and political 
leaders. 


Reacting to Serfontein’s statement, the IFP said al- 
though his response was lukewarm the IFP would never- 
theless lobby to have its proposals implemented as part 
of a far-reaching initiative to foster a climate of mutual 
trust between communities and the police. The IFP said 
it had not presented the charter as a fait accompli, but 
as a discussion document. 


Spokesman Discusses Zulu King’s Policies 


MB2209180695 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 22 Sep 95 p ll 


[Interview with Prince Sifiso Zulu, spokesman for Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini, by Paddy Harper; piace and 
date not given; questions printed in boldface] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Why has the King cancelled 
the Shaka Day celebrations? 


Firstly, we need to understand that King Shaka Day 
is not about celebrating or festivities, but is rather a 
ritual aimed at pacifying the ancestor, King Shaka. The 
whole issue developed in 1956, when there was terrible 
drought and faction fighting in KwaZulu and it was 
believed that this was a manifestation of the anger 
of King Shaka felt against the Zulu royal house for 
having assassinated him and which was impacting on 
the nation. 


Then the ‘ing brought together the royal house in 
observing and performing this ritual and then asked the 
nation to join them in a sort of prayer ceremony. This 
ritual — the core of which lies with the royal house 
— was performed over the years until the advent of 
the KwaZulu government, under which the ritual was 
distorted and politicised by Inkatha. 


What puzzled the king and the royal house is that fellow 
Zulus who are conversant with tradition, history and 
value systems of the Zulu people — and in particular 
the performance of this ritual — are undermining 
its significance. They are violating the procedure for 
observing it and are claiming that the general public 
can perform it without the involvement or participation 
of the heir and the head of the Zulu nation. 
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In this context, the observance of the day is not 
performed in the proper manner and accordingly cannot 
achieve the desired results. 


Shaka Day is also a culture event to be performed by 
a person, body or institution which is non-partisan. In 
the light of the new dispensation, it has to be a multi- 
cultural event, promoting cross culture awareness and 
serving to cross racial, cultural and political divides. 
If we were to observe the day, we would make sure 
that not only Zulus attended, but rather all the cultural 
groups, as was the approach used in the Reed Dance 
ceremony this year. It needs to be remembered that 
September 24 is not just King Shaka’s Day, but also 
National Heritage Day, and the position of the king is 
that the event should reflect the interests of all cultural 
groups. If the provincial government is saying that the 
nation must go to Stanger, are they not abusing their 
position by imposing this rather than consulting other 
cultural groups to determine how best they would like 
to observe the day? Such actions have the effect of 
dividing and politicising the event, rather than the event 
serving as a day of unification. The king will not be 
seen to be pursuing the values and the cultural interests 
of the Zulu people alone. 


What has brought about the political neutrality and 
non partisan approach of the king since the April 27 
1994, elections? 


There has been an adjusiment to the new dispensation 
— which brought about a convergence of tradition and 
democracy on the part of the king. What is unique 
about the new South African government is that while 
it is enraged in the process of democratising our whole 
society, it also recognises the existence of traditional 
leadership. It was imperative on the part of the king 
that he adjust and seek a role for a traditional leader in 
that situation, which is to be nonpartisan and to act as 
a constitutional monarch. 


There is also the need for the king and the chiefs and 
indunas — to act as a sya’ ol of unity to the people. 


The province of KwaZulu-Natal is fragmented by polit- 
ical conflict, political violence and party political divi- 
sion and the victims of this violence and tension are the 
King’s subjects. The neutraliiy on the part of the King 
has the potential to curb this violence. 


Since the national elections, has there been a dis- 
cernible change in the composition of the Royal 
Council which advises the King? 


Yes, there have been a number of significant changes. 
The Royal Council or the King’s Council now consists 
not only of members of the royal family, but now 
also includes chiefs, business people, church people, 
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academics, professionals, youth and women. A second 
change is the exclusion of politicians from the council. 
A third, although gradual, change in its Composition 
is the fact that it is going to include people from the 
other cultural groups in the province, which 1s aimed at 
creating a multi-racial Royal Council. 


Claims have been made by the House of Traditional 
Leaders in this province that the king is in "spiritual 
exile’ from the people. Do these claims have any 
substance? 


No, they are not true. These claims were created by 
Chief (Mangosuthu) Buthelezi in an attempt to get the 
king back into the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] enslave- 
ment. These claims go against our experience and our 
observations when we see the King attending and ad- 
dressing peace rallies; attending public functions; ar- 
ranging and addressing meetings with traditional lead- 
ers; business leaders; Church leaders and so on. 


In fact, the king’s involvement in the public life of 
his people and his adherence to the notion of peace 
has gained him recognition and admiration by all South 
Africans and the people of African states and other parts 
of the world. 


If he was in "spiritual exile” he would not be seeing all 
these developments and the recent responses by people 
of #'t cultural groups to his call for a multi-cultural Reed 
Da..ce. The IFP needs to be alive to the fact that it is 
not a nation, but rather a section of a nation. 


The House of Traditional Leaders seems to be 
adopting an approach of differentiating between the 
institution of the monarch and the king himself. Is 
there any precedent, historical or otherwise, for the 
king to be dethroned by such a body? 


No precedent has been set for dethroning the king, 
historically or otherwise. Further, such a step would 
be contrary to tradition and would also violate the 
constitution. However, we are aware that the IFP has 
mad¢ a provision in its legislation, creating the House 
of Traditional Leaders that by a two-thirds majority of 
the members of that House, they could dethrone the 
king. 


It is for that reason that the king has initiated legal action 
against this legislation. 


The IFP’s latest constitutional proposals for the province 
State that the King shall nominate the provincial premier 
— who need not be a member of parliament from the 
ranks of the majority party. Would the king go along 
with such a constitutional proposal? 


Any constitutional proposal with regard to the king and 
the royal house is expected to be negotiated with the 
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king and the royal house. We fail to understand that a 
political party is talking about the so-called resurrection 
of the kingdom without consulting the king in office and 
the royal house. 


With regard to the power they talk of, there is some 
ambiguity as it could either mean the king sectifying 
the nomination of a candidate premier and acting as 
constitutional monarch like the queen of England or 
having executive powers — 2 situation which might 
well produce controversy. 


What is the king’s n.essage to the people on Septem- 
ber 24? 


The king would like the public to understand that he 
is not undermining the culture of the Zulus, but instead 
putting right that which has been distorted over the years 
by the IFP and KwaZulu government. 


He would also like the public to be aware of the 
new need to improve the observance of our culture 
by accommodating other cultural groups and also to 
promote cross-cultural awareness and effectively de- 
politicise our culture events. 


The king is further making a plea for the people to move 
away from conflict, strife, tension and violence. To the 
king, the important things are the pressing needs of the 
people for employment, housing, land and peace. He 
strongly believes this provincial government should be 
utilising its energy on these needs rather than creating 
confrontation with the central government and the royal 
house. 


KwaZulu/Natal Said ‘Sliding Towards Anarchy’ 


MB2809133995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1149 GMT 28 Sep 95 


{Report by Bobby Jordan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] DL..BAN Sep 28 SAPA 
— The spectre of violence in KwaZulu/Natal has 
overshadowed South Africa’s promise of a rainbow 
nation at peace with itself and the world, commentators 
Say. 


Violence in the province, driven largely by political 
conflict, continues to claim about 20 lives every day, 
according to police estimates. At least 70 people were 
killed over the past Heritage Day long weekend, includ- 
ing five policemen and a group of [word indistinct] who 
werc inned down during a prayer service in the High- 
flats area on the South Coast. 


The two major political opponents in KwaZulu/Natal, 
the African National Congress and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP], agree the province is sliding towards 
anarchy. 
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They say indiscriminate attacks resulting in "senseless" 
murder of women and children prove the violence has 
assumed a life of its own. 


"We're having to deal with a culiure of violence that is 
uncontrollable," says IFP security spokesman Velaphi 
Ndlovu. "At present there is very little chance of any 
solution,” he adds. 


Resolving KwaZulu/Natal’s problems requires consen- 
sus on the reasons beiind the conflict. 


Why have nearly 30,000 people been murdered in the 
province since the start of the decade? Most com- 
mentators are quick to point out political murders are 
merely one part of the violence equation, which also in- 
cludes criminal violence and faction fighting. Whereas 
many insist criminal violence is the predominant killer, 
Ndlovu says at least 75 percent of deaths in the province 
are linked to politics. 


There is little doubt, however, that together all three 
categories have turned much of the province, including 
both rural and urban areas, into battle grounds between 
“warring” groups of youths who know little about the 
ideological differences between their respective parties. 


"Most of the killings are done by young people,” Ndlovu 
says. “Over the years, there has been a complete break- 
down of social and economic life...violence becomes a 
way of life". 


The political decision to destroy the fabric of society, 
he says, therefore links criminal and political violence. 


ANC security spokesman Bheki Cele agrees politics 
is the predominant cause of xilling. However, he 
says faction-fighting between traditional leaders or 
“amakhosi” is a crucial driving force. 


The politicisation of the amakhosi, predominantly [FP 
aligned, leads to the polarisation of the entire prov:z.e 
inte political camps, Bheki says. Failure to adhere to 
one’s traditional leader is construed as adherence to an 


Opposing viewpoint. 


"That’s going to lead to complete anarchy in this 
province," Cele warns. 


Observer Linda McClean of the Human Rights Com- 
mittee [HRC] says a breakdown in policing, coupled 
with the availability of weapons, has merged all forms 
of violence into a single, brutal anarchy that has most 
people trapped in an "anger and revenge cycle”. 

"Each type of violence (criminal, political and faction- 
fighting) all feed into each other," she says. 

The HRC estimates at least 660 people have died 
in purely political attacks in the province since the 
beginning of the year. 
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Prcvincial police spokesman Col Bala Naidoo says 
violence stems from unemployment together with a 
widespread “intolerance” among communities. 


"It's a whole complex combination of things, but people 
here seem to be more intolerant than elsewhere in the 
country,” he says. 


Many politicians ‘elieve the intolerance resulted from 
the liberation struggle against apartheid. They say 
attempts to destabilise che country, encapsulated in the 
popular slogan at the time "Liberation now, education 
later", have been carried over into the post-apartheid era 
in KwaZulu/Natal and fuelled by fierce pulitical rivairy 
unique to the province. 


Both the ANC and IFP beiieve the other is exploiting 
the anarchy for party political gain. 


The ANC believes the IFP-led provincial government 
wants to secede from central government to create 
an independent Kingdom of KwaZulu, while the IFP 
accuses the ANC of undermining peace in order to 
justify central government intervention in provincial 
affairs. 


The general public often expresses a stercotyped under- 
standing of the Zulu nation as war-like and uncompro- 
mising, a cultural identity they say was shaped in the 
days of King Shaka’s territorial conquests. 


On the other hand, some historians argue the contrary 
~~” \t the peaceful fabric of Zulu society was torn apart 
by _ mialists who displaced large numbers of people 
in 42. nsely populated region, thereby creating a recipe 
foi ©o'ulict over land. 


Today, leaders from across the political spectrum agree 
land remains a major source of conflict. 


Government measures to combat violence have been 
more controversial than successful, marked by political 
squabbling regarding the "suspect" involvement of se- 
curity forces in violent activity. 


The recent deployment of 1,000 additional police and 
army security personnel in the province has made little 
impact on the daily death-toll, despite hundreds of 
arrests. 


Central government hints at further deployments or 
possidly even the declaration of a state of emergency, 
but many warn the move would merely incite further 
violence. 
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South African National Defence Force spokeswoman 
Capt Kim van Niekerk says the deployment of addi- 
tional troops has limited effect. “The terrain we've got 
here could swallow-up an extra 1000 people v/ithin a 
few kilometers,” she said. 


Newspaper Chief Answers ANC Media Criticism 


MB2809150995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1403 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] JOHANNESBURG Sept 
28 SAPA — The Independent Newspaper grcup was 
fully committed to the new South Africa and to media 
diversity, chief executive John Featherstone said on 
Thursday (28 September]. 


He was reacting to African National Congress criti- 
cism of media diversity and ownership in South Africa, 
the "exclusive dissemination" of news by "white-owned 
monopolies" and the sale of some media to "foreign- 
ers". Independent Newspapers, formerly Argus News- 
papers, was recently bought out by Irish businessman 
Tony O’Reilly. Featherstone said a great deal had been 
accomplished to create greater diversity, competition 
and improved standards in South Africa’s media in the 
18 months since control of the group passed from Jo- 
hannesburg Consolidated Investments into international 
hands. 


Almost every newspaper in the group had been up- 
graded, redesigned or r launched. This required consid- 
erable investment in new journalists, new equipment, 
new techniques and a major retraining programme. 
"This group is fully committed to diversity of the South 
African media, to greater competition, to improved jour- 
nalistic standards and better newspapers. 


"It is also fully committed to all the new South Africa 
stands for and will do everything it can to ensure a 
free and accurate flow of information, not only in the 
transition period, but for many years beyond." 


Featherstone said chances included ownership of THE 
SOWETAN, now black-controlled, and the NEW NA- 
TION which had joined THE SOWETAN stable and 
which the group helped to relaunch. The first black ed- 
itor of a previously major “white” newspaper had been 
appointed and other appointments would follow. Al- 
ready a number of blacks occupied senior roles in the 
group’s newspapers. [passage omitted] 
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Comoros 
Two Confirmed Dead in Coup; Others Wounded 


AB2809162095 Paris AfP in English 
1555 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Moroni, Sep 28 (AFP) — A 
French mercenary was among those wounded in Thurs- 
day’s [28 September] coup against Comoros President 
Said Mohamed Djohar, hospital sources said. 


They said he was hospitalized, along with fewer thaa 
10 Comoros soldiers, fighting both for and against the 
putschists. 


One child and one man were reported killed in crossfire, 
while the number of soldiers killed during the shootouts 
was not known. 


Prime Minister Speaks From Embassy 


MB2809164295 Johannesburg SAfm Racio Network 
in English 1555 GMT 28 Sep 95 


{Interview with Prime Minister (Caabi Kashouti Mo- 
hamed) by SABC correspondent Brett Davidson on the 
"PM Live" program — live; :nonitored in progress] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [((Mohamed)] ...because they 
can be in danger, with Army and the (?nation), but now, 
the gendarmerie and the chief of Army is resisting, but I 
don’t know where is Mr. (Razani) now, he is with many 
militaries, loyal militaries, maybe in thc south, maybe 
in the north of the island, but I don’t know exactly how 
they can organize the resistance. What I can say now, 
that the gendarmerie is not taken by the mercenaries. 


[Davidson] And what about other members of your 
government? Do you know where they are? 


{[(Mohamed)] Yes, they are in the villages, in the small 
committee (?crisis), and I am in contact with them, 
but now here, in the embassy, I am refugee with the 
responsible of defense. There is (?only two) here in the 
embassy. 


[Davidson] Are you planning to stay in the embassy for 
your own safety? 


[(Mohamed)]} It is very important, because I am the 
second legality personality, so I must be first to try to 
help my country. 


[Davidson] Now, in South Africa, we’re worried about 
the presence of a number of tourists in the island. Do 
you know anything about their safety? 


[(Mohamed)]} No, we are not... The tourists is in [word 
indistinct] There is no problem, they are safe. 


[Davidson] Thanks very much for joining us on "PM 
Live.” That's the prime minister of the Comoros, (Caabi 
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Kashouti Mohamed), talking to us live from the French 
embassy in Moroni. 


President Negotiates With Denard 


EA2809164695 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 23 Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] After the coup d’etat which took 
place in the Comoros this morning, negotiations have 
just started in Moroni. The negotiations are between the 
putschists led by mercenary Bob Denard and President 
Said Mohamed Djohar. And precisely due to the events 
taking place in the Comoros, no TV news bulletin 
{remainder of item indistinct). 


French Officia: on Coup 


EA2809180595 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBiS Translated Text] [Announcer] A coup d’etat took 
place in the Comoros this morning. Negotiations have 
Starte:’ rom. The negotiations are between the 
putsc osts .% oy French mercenary Bob Denard aiid 
Pre: «nt Sed Mohamed Djohar. No other details are 
yeta.. 


Regarding the coup d’etat, we know that the Quai 
d’Orsay [French Foreign Ministry] has reacted by de- 
nouncing it, but so far it has not responded to the appea: 
by Comoran ministers calling on France to intervene. I 
suggest you :isten to (Yves Dutrieux), the Quai d’ Orsay 
spokesman, speaking to (Nathalie Miziere) of RFO [Ra- 
dio Francaise d’Outre-Mer]-Paris: 


{Begin (Dutrieux) recording] We very strongly de- 
nounce this coup d’etat. There is a constitutional order, 
a democratic order, which must be respected in the Co- 
moros. We are monitoring this coup attempt [as heard] 
very Closely. 


We call on our nationals in the Comoros to be extremeiy 
careful. I would like to say that there are about 1,500 
French nationals living in the Comoros, many of them 
with dual citizenship. But luckily, until proved wrong, 
we have no information indicating that the security of 
our nationals is being threatened. [end recording} 


{Announcer} In the meantime, at the Comoran Embassy 
in Paris the Comoran interior and finance ministers, who 
are On a trip to France, are campaigning for resistance 
{as heard], saying that the Comoran president was under 
the permanent protection of French [rnilitary] officers. 
I suggest you listen to the Comoran interior minister, 
Said Ali Allaoui: 


{Begin recording) [Allaoui] The personal safety of 
the president of the Republic was ensured militarily 
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by France, under agreements signed by the Comoran 
Government and France. 


This is inadmissible. This guard has failed in its mission 
for the second time. We have signed defense and 
protection agreements, so I think we are not going to 
restrict ourselves to calling for political or, let s say, 
diplomatic condemnation. 


We call for an urgent intervention by France to free our 
president, and after that we can start the negotiations 
with these mercenaries. If they want money, we will 
then see this. But first they have to free our president 
immediately. 


[(Miziere)} A similar appeal has been launched by 
(Said Hilali), a former advisor to President Djohar, 
who has defected to the opposition. Today he set up 
a commission for the restoration of constitutional rule: 


[(Hilali)] I take this opportunity to launch an appeal 
to the Comoran people, the Comoran youth, and to 
our army to esist and refuse to submit to the present 
shameful invasion. [end recording] 


Mayotte Radio Alters Programs 


EA2809190295 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Due to the events now tak- 
ing place in the Comoros, no RFO [Radio Francaise 
d’Outre-Mer]-Paris TV news bulletin will be broadcast 
tonighi. On the other hand, the local news bulletin will 
be broadcast from 1630 GMT to allow for the broadcast 
of football from 1700 GMT. 


Mortars Fired Near Radio Station 


AU2809201295 Paris AFP in English 
1947 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Sept 28 (AFP) — Rebels 
Staging a coup in the Comoros Islands launched mortar 
Shells near the state radio headquarters in the capital 
Moroni late Thursday [28 September] afternoon, the 
island state’s interior minister said in Paris. 


Said Ali Mohamed Allaoui told AFP that men loyal to 
former mercenary Bob Denard, who is holding Comoros 
President Said Mohamed Djohar hostage, had also 
engaged in fighting with government forces near police 
headquarters. 


He said the attackers had been "beaten back" by police, 
although he added that the mercenaries had taken "lots 
of weapons, in particular rocket launchers and mortars" 
from the Kandani military camp, where they were 
holding the president. 
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The minister is in France on a private visit. The coup 
attempt was launched overnight between Wednesday 
and Thursday on the island state off the east coast of 
Africa. 


Opposition Leader Released From Jail 


LD2809210395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Comoros — the island 
nation that has seen nearly 20 coups d’etat or coup 
attempts since independence — are once again in 
the throes of an armed rebellion. [passage omitted] 
During the day, negotiations were reported to have 
begun in Moroni between the coup plotters, led by Bob 
Denard and President Djohar, but Omar Tamou, former 
interior minister, has denied leading the mercenaries’ 
negotiating team. Omar Tamou had, until today, been 
imprisoned for his involvement in an attempted coup in 
September 1992. He was freed early today by the coup 
leaders, and our reporter, Ghislaine Dupont, spoke to 
him by telephone. This is his account of today’s events. 


{Begin recording] [Tamou] Early this morning, at 0445, 
soldiers came into the prison. We do not know how 
they got in. They said to us, from now on you are free. 
About 30 of us boarded a vehicle — it was a bus — 
and I was the only civilian; all the others were military 
people. They took us to the military base at Kandani, 
where we found out that all the soldiers there had been 
arrested [words indistinct] placed under arrest. 


[Dupont] Who are the men who freed you this morning? 


[Tamou] The men who freed us this morning are 
soldiers. There were Comorans and [word indistinct] 
Europeans. 


[Dupont] Did they speak French? 
[Tamou] They spoke French, yes. They spoke French. 
[Dupont] Was Bob Denard among them? 


[Tamou] Personally, I did not see him. I saw the 
president at the Kandani camp, actually. He was under 
arrest. His wife was released immediately. 


[Dupont] How did the presidential guard react? 


[Tamou] The captain was not there, nor was the 
lieutenant, nor was the sergeant major. There was a 
guard — only the squad leader was there. The soldiers 
[words indistinct] asked them not to do anything rash 
and to let the president be taken [into custody]. And 
they acquiesced. [end recording] 


That was Omar Tamou, former interior minister, who 
was released from jail this morning by the coup plotters. 
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French Forces in Djibouti on Alert 


LD2809211395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] Comoran Pres- 
ident Said Mohamed Djohar was guarded around the 
clock by French security personnel. The Comoran in- 
terior minister, on a private visit to Paris, has asserted 
that the presidential guard failed in its duties and has 
asked for an immediate intervention by France. How, 
then, will Paris react? Boniface Vignon has more: 


[Vignon] This is embarrassing for the French authori- 
ties, especially as President Said Mohammed Djohar’s 
personal security was entrusted to a French colonel. 
[passage omitted] 


[Announcer] We have just learned that French troops 
have been put into advance position [prepositionnees] in 
Djibouti. For your information, there are exactly 4,160 
French soldiers permanently stationed in the region, 
some in Reunion, others in Mayotte, and still others 
in the French Antarctic territories. 


Also, France has advised its approximately 1,500 na- 
tionals in Comoros to remain in their homes, even if 
they are not directly threatened. 


South Africans Said Involved 


MB2909054795 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 0500 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A decision on the evacuation 
of more than a hundred South Africans stranded by 
the Comoros coup bid is expected to be taken today 
and they could be off the island by tomorrow. A tour 
operator said in Paris that he had picked up a message 
that the airport would be reopened early tomorrow. 


Meanwhile, it’s been alleged that notorious French 
mercenary Bob Denard recruited former SADF [South 
African Defense Force] members to carry out yester- 
day’s coup. Sources say that the coup plotters and the 
weapons were flown in from South Africa. The Co- 
moran President Said Mohamed Djohar is being held 
prisoner by the rebels who struck early yesterday. 


Rebels Claim Victory 


AB2909082195 Paris AFP in English 
0729 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Moroni, 29 Sep (AFP) — 
Rebels led by French mercenary Bob Denard claimed 
victory Friday [29 September] in their coup against the 
government of the Comoro Islands and said they were 
setting up a military junta. They said on state radio 
that forces loyal to President Said Mohamed Djohar had 
ceased all resistance. 
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The coup leaders announced the formation of a tem- 
porary military junta to rule this archipelago off east 
Africa, between Mozambique and Madagascar. The 
putschists took Djohar captive Thursday, holding him 
at a military barracks near the capital, and took over the 
radio station. 


Loyalist troops who surrounded the radio station Thurs- 
day had left Friday morning, and the situation was 
calm around the Gendarmerie, where fighting took place 
Thursday evening. The 300 gendarmes — paramilitary 
police — appeared to be supporting the rebels. 


In Djibouti, on the northeast African coast, French 
troops were put on alert late Thursday and were 
closely following the situation in the Comoros, a French 
Officer stationed there told AFP. "A French military 
intervention cannot be ruled out, forces have been 
readied on the neighboring (French) island of Mayotte, 
on the (French) island of Reunion and at Djibouti, but 
France will proceed by steps," a French diplomat said. 


Comoros Prime Minister Caambi el-Yachourtu fled to 
the French embassy early Thursday, a French diplomat 
in the Comoros capital told AFP. Interior Minister 
Said Ali Mohamed Allaoui told AFP that men loyal 
to Denard, who is holding Comoros President Said 
Mohamed Djohar hostage, had also engaged in fighting 
with government forces near police headquarters. 


France refused to say Thursday how it had responded to 
an appeal by the Comoros interior minister for French 
military intervention to tackle the coup. Allaoui who 
is On a visit to France, had asked for French military 
intervention to oust the rebels. 


A French Foreign Ministry source said Allaoui had been 
assured of France’s "concern for the rapid reestablish- 


ment of constitutional order in the Comoros Islands". 


French ‘Source’ Confirms Success 


AB2909094095 Paris AFP in English 
0933 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, 29 Sep (AFP) — Rebel 
forces led by French mercenary Bob Denard have 
established military control of the Comoro Islands as 
they control the key Kandani Barracks, an authoritative 
French source said Friday [29 September], confirming 
that the coup had succeeded. The source said that 
the rebels in Moroni, capital of the former French 
colony off east Africa, controlled the Kandani Barracks 
where “all arms and ammunition are stored." "There is 
no resistance" to the rebels, who number around 50, 
including a dozen mercenaries, he added. 
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Transitional Committee Set Up 


LD2909093695 Paris LCI Television in French 
0900 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The situation is confused in 
Comoros — this is the least we can say. Bob Denard 
and his South African mercenaries said this morning 
that they had the upper hand. Moroni radio has reported 
that loyalist forces are no longer putting up resistance 
in the capital and it has announced the formation of a 
transitional military committee led by a Captain Kombo 
[name as heard]. The Comoran charge d’ affaires in Paris 
has denounced this as propaganda. According to him, 
Bob Denard controls the radio and a military camp only. 
As for France, it is following events closely. [passage 
omitted] 


AFP Reports Coup Success 


AU2909100395 Paris AFP in English 
0941 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Sept 29 (AFP) — Rebel 
forces led by French mercenary Bob Denard have 
established military control of the Comoro islands as 
they hold the key Kandani barracks, an authoritative 
French source said Friday [29 September], confirming 
that the coup had succeeded. 


The source said that the rebels in Moroni, capital of the 
former French colony off east Africa, had seized the 
Kandani barracks where “all arms and ammunition are 
stored." 


"There is no resistance" to the rebels, who number 
around 50, including a dozen mercenaries, he added. 


The source said France had no intention of interventing 
militarily to restore the government. 


Earlier Friday, the charge d’affaires at the Comoran 
Embassy here said that rebels were not in full control of 
the Indian Ocean archipelago following their coup bid. 


Kamal Abdul Wahab told AFP that Denard and his 
putschists "were not in control of the whole situation" 
and "are occupying only the building of Radio Comoros 
and the Kandani military camp. 


“All the rest is disinformation," Wahab said. 


Friday morning, the rebels said on state radio that 
their coup against the government of the former French 
colony had been victorious and that they were forming 
a “temporary” military junta. 


They said that forces loyal to President Said Mohamed 
Djohar, seized Thursday when the putsch was launched, 
had ceased all resistance. 
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Officials Call For French Action 


EA2909101295 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 0330 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[Passeges within quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] During a news conference in 
Paris, the Comoran interior minister, Said Ali Mohamed 
Allaoui, asked for swift French military intervention. 
[passage omitted] The same call was made by (Said 
Hilaly), a former adviser of President Djohar, who is 
now in the opposition. He set up a Committee for the 
Restoration of Constitutional Legality today. 


[(Hilaly)] "I take this opportunity to call on the Comoran 
people, the Comoran youth, and our Army to resist, and 
to refuse to submit to this shameful invasion." 


The Comoran community in Mayotte is of course 
concerned about what is happening back home. Listen 
to what a former prime minister of the Comoros, Said 
Ali Mohamed, told (Henri Finat): 


([Mohamed] "It is a regrettable situation. I am not one of 
those people who think that the interests of Comorans 
can be protected by outsiders. Comorans themselves 
must handle their own destiny." 


As for the local political authorities in Mayotte through 
Dr. Marcel Henry, vice president of the general council, 
interference in Comoran affairs is out of the question. 


[Henry] "We cannot avoid paying attention to what goes 
on in the Comoros or Madagascar since they are our 
immediate neighbors but we do not have to interfere in 
their internal affairs. Indeed, we deplore the successive 
coups d’etat, and we believe that the best way to lead a 
country is to establish democracy." 


Confusion Still Reigns in Moroni 


EA2909102995 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 0330 GMT 29 Sep 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Confusion still reigns in Moroni. 
Up 10 yesterday, the people arrested include the presi- 
dent of the Islamic Republic of the Comoros, his wife, 
and the chief of staff of the Comoros Defense Forces, 
Lieutenant (Azali Asumany). 


France Cuts Aid 


AB2909114095 Paris AFP in English 
1130 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, 29 Sep (AFP) — France 
has cut off all aid to the Comoro Islands following 
Thursday’s (28 September] coup led by veteran French 
mercenary Bob Denard, the Foreign Ministry said 
Friday. On Thursday night, France placed on alert the 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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4,000 troops it keeps on the neighbouring French island 
of Mayotte. 


Soldiers Promise Elections 


AB2909134595 Paris AFP in English 
1335 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, 29 Sep (AFP) — Sol- 
diers who seized power in the Comoro Islands promised 
Friday [29 September] to hold "free and democratic 
elections," in a communique received by AFP in Paris. 
The military transition committee run by Captain Ay- 
ouba Combo, who is close to French mercenary Bod 
Denard, said in the communique dated from the capi- 
tal Moroni that it had "temporarily" assumed power and 
would set up a "provisional council" to run the country 
ahead of elections. 


Coup Leader Interviewed 


LD2909134295 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 29 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have just contacted Captain 
Kombo, the man who is presenting himself as the leader 
of the coup. Our correspondent, Monique Mas, began by 
asking him for news of President Said Mohamed Djohar, 
who, as you know, was arrested yesterday morning: 


[Begin recording] [Kombo] He is safe. He is in a quiet 
place, he is safe and in good health. 


[Mas] What is Bob Denard’s role in this affair? 


[Kombo] He is ... [pauses] his role in this is not 
significant. 
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[Mas] Is he there on site? 


[Kombo] Listen, Madame, everything that is happening 
here has been done by us. We are doing this, we are 
taking care of things. Now, if you are referring to Bob 
Denard, he just happens to be here, by ... [pauses] no, 
he is not in charge of anything. 


[Mas] When you say: we — when you Say, we 
Comorans — who exactly is that? 


[Kombo] Well, when I speak about security, I’m refer- 
ring to soldiers, to gendarmes, to the police. Yes. 


[Mas] What has become of former President Abdallah’s 
sons? 


{Kombo} They are with ine. They are with me at this 
very moment. 


(Mas] Are they playing a political part in this affair? 


{Kombo} No, they are soldiers. They have no political 
role to play. 


{Mas} Will Bob Denard and the mercenaries accompa- 
nying him stay in Comoros? 


[Kombo] No, they are not ... [pauses] they will not be 
staying. It was out of the question that they would stay. 
But as for him, he is a Comoran national; his wife and 
children are Comorans. [end recording] 


[This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Nigeria 


Security Forces on ‘Maximum Alert’ for 1 Oct 


AB2809113795 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nigerian security forces are 
reported to have been put on maximum alert to forestall 
any demonstrations with only a few days to General 
Sani Abacha program speech, which is very keenly 
looked forward to because he is expected to announce 
the fate of 43 alleged plotters of an abortive coup last 
March. Already, some indiscreet sources have hinted 
that Gen. Abacha will be announcing the continued 
detention of opposition leader Moshood Abiola. Tunde 
Fatunde reports. 


[Begin Fatunde recording] To forestall any possible hos- 
tile reactions that his 1 October program speech could 
trigger, Gen. Sani Abacha, head of Nigeria’s military 
junta, has discreetly ordered that the entire Army and the 
police be put on maximum alert throughout the country, 
according to State House sources. In the same vein, the 
same sources have revealed that the Provisional Ruling 
Council, the country’s governing body, has still been 
meeting behind closed doors in the Nigerian political 
capital of Abuja to put finishing touches to the main 
thrusts of this program speech which Nigerians and the 
international community so much look forward to. 


Meanwhile, an influential Nigerian weekly, TELL, pub- 
lished on its front page of this week’s edition that the 
speech in question will include the following points: 


1. Moshood Abiola, the presumed winner of the 12 June 
1993 presidential election, will not be released. 


2. Some individuals among the alleged plotters of the 1 
March coup could be executed by firing squad. 


3. The Abacha regime will hang on to power until 1999. 


According to the AM NEWS, a liberal daily, General 
Collins Powell, former chief of staff of the U.S. Army, 
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has attacked Nigeria for the second time. Referring to 
Nigerians as swindlers, he described Gen. Sani Abacha 
this time as one of the world’s most mediocre leaders. 


The Nigerian presidency intends to formally protest to 
Washington against these attacks considered irresponsi- 
ble. Indeed, Gen. Fred Chijuka, director of defense in- 
formation, warned that Nigeria would tolerate no inter- 
ference in his country’s domestic affairs by the British 
and U.S. Governments. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Army Reports 400 Rebels Killed in Clashes 


AB2809130495 Paris AFP in English 
1243 GMT 28 Sep 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, 28 Sep (AFP) — 
At least 400 rebels have been killed in clashes with 
government troops in southern Sierra Leone, military 
Officials said Thursday [28 September]. Major George 
Allieu, who commands the 17th Army Battalion, said 
the deaths occurred Wednesday during an Army offen- 
sive against rebels of Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
30 kilometers (18 miles) south of Bo, the west African 
country’s second largest city. There was no word on 
government casualties. 


Western diplomats here said the rebels had overrun six 
villages in the area over the past five days. Last Sunday, 
a total of 40 people, of whom 33 were civilians, died 
in an attack believed to have been carried out by RUF 
insurgents in the southeast village of Petema. The other 
seven dead were government soldiers. The same day 
RUF rebels attacked the nearby village of Serabu but 
were pushed back by government forces. 


The rebels, who say they want to restore democracy in 
the country, have been fighting the government since 
March 1991 in a civil war which has claimed over 
10,000 lives and forced 40 percent of the population 
into exile or refugee camps. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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